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A distributed system is adapted to manage the performance
of distributed processes. In one aspect, multiple stripes
associated with a data item are stored in a distributed
storage. The stored stripes include one or more stripes of
redundancy information for the data item. A distributed
process including at least one task is performed. During
performance of the distributed process, a determination is
made as to whether to perform an accelerated data retrieval
operation. Responsive to a determination to perform an
accelerated data retrieval operation, at least one of the one
or more stripes of redundancy information for the data item
is requested from the distributed storage. Other stripes
associated with the data item may also be requested from the
distributed storage. After a sufficient subset of stripes asso-
ciated with the data item is received, the data item is
reconstructed using the subset.
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1
MANAGING DISTRIBUTED SYSTEM
PERFORMANCE USING ACCELERATED
DATA RETRIEVAL OPERATIONS

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

This invention pertains to distributed systems, and in
particular to methods of managing the performance of
distributed systems using accelerated data retrieval opera-
tions.

2. Description of Related Art

Many modern distributed systems perform distributed
processing by employing hundreds or thousands of inter-
connected (e.g., networked) computing devices. In one
aspect, such systems typically segment distributed processes
into multiple tasks of execution. Performance of each task
may then be facilitated by one or more of the interconnected
computing devices.

One problem with such processing is that distributed
processes are only able to complete once their slowest tasks
of execution finish. Thus, distributed processes often
encounter serious performance issues where certain tasks
take a disproportionally long amount of time to complete.
Many times, such “straggler” tasks are not the result of task
complexity, but rather a resource-related issue, such as
hardware performance limitations, hardware contention
issues, hardware failure, etc. For example, a task may
require an item of data (e.g., file) stored by a failing storage
device. As a result, retrieving the item of data may require
a significant amount of time, which adversely impacts the
speed at which the task may be performed. Due to the
aforementioned problem, distributed processes often require
more time than necessary to complete. As a consequence,
modern systems frequently exhibit poor performance levels
over time.

SUMMARY

Embodiments of the invention include a method, a non-
transitory computer readable storage medium and a system
for managing the performance of distributed systems using
accelerated data retrieval operations.

Embodiments of the method include storing multiple
stripes associated with a data item in a distributed storage.
The stripes may have been generated according to a suitable
coding scheme, such as the Reed-Solomon error correction
coding scheme or a scheme based on Shamir’s secret sharing
algorithm. A distributed process including at least one task
is performed. During performance of the distributed process,
a determination is made as to whether to perform an accel-
erated data retrieval operation with respect to the at least one
task based at least in part on performance information
associated with the at least one task. Responsive to a
determination to perform an accelerated data retrieval opera-
tion, a number of stripes greater than the minimum number
of stripes required to reconstruct the data item is requested
from the distributed storage. After a sufficient subset of
stripes associated with the data item is received, the data
item is reconstructed using the subset.

Embodiments of the computer-readable storage medium
store computer-executable instructions for performing the
steps described above. Embodiments of the system further
comprise a processor for executing the computer-executable
instructions.

The features and advantages described in the specification
are not all inclusive and, in particular, many additional
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features and advantages will be apparent to one of ordinary
skill in the art in view of the drawings, specification, and
claims. Moreover, it should be noted that the language used
in the specification has been principally selected for read-
ability and instructional purposes, and may not have been
selected to delineate or circumscribe the inventive subject
matter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

Figure (FIG.) 1 is a high-level block diagram of a com-
puting environment for managing performance of a distrib-
uted system according to one embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a high-level block diagram of a computer system
for managing performance of a distributed system according
to one embodiment.

FIG. 3A is a high-level block diagram illustrating a
detailed view of modules within a process management
module according to one embodiment.

FIG. 3B is a high-level block diagram of modules within
a processing module according to one embodiment.

FIG. 4Ais a flow chart illustrating a method for managing
performance of a distributed system performed by a process
management module according to one embodiment.

FIG. 4B is a flow chart illustrating a method for managing
performance of a distributed system performed by a pro-
cessing module according to one embodiment.

FIG. 5A is a diagram showing an example of a normal
data retrieval operation according to one embodiment.

FIG. 5B is a diagram showing an example of an accel-
erated data retrieval operation according to one embodi-
ment.

FIG. 5C is a diagram showing an example of an accel-
erated data retrieval operation according to another embodi-
ment.

FIG. 5D is a diagram showing an example of an accel-
erated data retrieval operation according to yet another
embodiment.

FIG. 5E is a diagram showing an example of an acceler-
ated data retrieval operation according to still another
embodiment.

The figures depict embodiments of the present invention
for purposes of illustration only. One skilled in the art will
readily recognize from the following description that alter-
native embodiments of the structures and methods illustrated
herein may be employed without departing from the prin-
ciples of the invention described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The Figures (FIGS.) and the following description
describe certain embodiments by way of illustration only.
One skilled in the art will readily recognize from the
following description that alternative embodiments of the
structures and methods illustrated herein may be employed
without departing from the principles described herein.
Reference will now be made in detail to several embodi-
ments, examples of which are illustrated in the accompany-
ing figures. It is noted that wherever practicable similar or
like reference numbers may be used in the figures and may
indicate similar or like functionality.

FIG. 1 is a high-level block diagram of a computing
environment 100 for managing the performance of a dis-
tributed system in accordance with an embodiment of the
invention. As shown in FIG. 1, the computing environment
100 includes user devices 105 and a distributed system 110
communicating with one another via the network 130.
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The network 130 enables communications between the
user devices 105 and the distributed system 110. In one
embodiment, the network 130 uses standard communica-
tions technologies and/or protocols, and may comprise the
Internet. Thus, the network 130 can include links using
technologies such as Ethernet, 802.11, worldwide interop-
erability for microwave access (WiMAX), 3G, digital sub-
scriber line (DSL), asynchronous transfer mode (ATM),
InfiniBand, PCI Express Advanced Switching, etc. Simi-
larly, the networking protocols used on the network 130 can
include multiprotocol label switching (MPLS), the transmis-
sion control protocol/Internet protocol (TCP/IP), the User
Datagram Protocol (UDP), the hypertext transport protocol
(HTTP), the simple mail transfer protocol (SMTP), the file
transfer protocol (FTP), etc. The data exchanged over the
network 130 can be represented using technologies and/or
formats including the hypertext markup language (HTML),
the extensible markup language (XML), etc. In addition, all
or some of links can be encrypted using conventional
encryption technologies such as secure sockets layer (SSL),
transport layer security (TLS), virtual private networks
(VPNs), Internet Protocol security (IPsec), etc. In another
embodiment, the entities can use custom and/or dedicated
data communications technologies instead of; or in addition
to, the ones described above.

The user devices 105 are electronic devices used by users
to transmit processing requests to the distributed system 110
via the network 130. Each processing request indicates to the
distributed system 100 to perform one or more distributed
processes. The user devices 105 additionally receive pro-
cessing results generated by performance of the distributed
processes from the distributed system 110 via the network
130.

In one aspect, each of the user devices 105 may be a
suitable computing device. For example, an individual user
device 105 may be a desktop computer system, laptop,
workstation, or server. An individual user device 105 may
also be a mobile computing device, such as a smartphone,
tablet device, portable gaming device, e-reading device,
personal digital assistant (PDA), etc. In one aspect, the user
devices 105 each execute a suitable operating system, such
as Android, Apple i0S, a Microsoft Windows-compatible
operating system, Apple OS X, UNIX, and/or a Linux
distribution. The user device 105 may further execute suit-
able software applications, such as a web browser (e.g.,
Google Chrome, Microsoft Internet Explorer, Apple Safari,
Mozilla Firefox, etc.), a native application (e.g., Microsoft
Word for the Windows Operating System), etc.

The distributed system 110 performs distributed processes
responsive to processing requests received from the user
devices 105 via the network 130. The distributed system 110
additionally provides processing results generated by per-
formance of the distributed processes to the user devices 105
via the network 130. As shown in FIG. 1, the distributed
system 110 includes a distributed storage 122, a storage
module 112, a process management module 115, processing
modules 117, and a network 123.

The network 123 enables communications between the
distributed storage 122, the storage module 112, and the
processing modules 117. The network 123 may be similar to
the network 130. In particular, the network 123 may use
standard communications technologies and/or protocols,
and may comprise the Internet. For example, the network
123 can include links using technologies such as Ethernet,
802.11, etc.

The distributed storage 122 stores data of the distributed
system 110, and enables retrieval of the stored data. In
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particular, the distributed storage 122 may store various data
items, such as database files, temporary files, spreadsheets,
files used for processing, software applications, and/or the
like received from the storage module 112. The distributed
storage 122 may additionally enable other entities of the
distributed system 110 to retrieve the stored data items. As
shown in FIG. 1, the distributed storage 122 includes one or
more interconnected storage devices 120 and one or more
chunk servers 118.

The storage devices 120 are devices adapted to store
various data items of the distributed system 110. In one
aspect, the storage devices 120 store each data item as a set
of “stripes” or portions usable for computing checksums
and/or performing other recovery mechanisms. At least
some of the stripes may be retrieved and merged to recon-
struct the data item. In one aspect, the stripes are generated
according to a suitable coding scheme, such as such as the
Reed-Solomon error correction coding scheme or a scheme
based on Shamir’s secret sharing algorithm. In some
embodiments, each of the stripes may be of the same type,
such as those stripes generated using Shamir’s secret sharing
algorithm. In other embodiments, different stripes may have
different types, such as those stripes generated by the
Reed-Solomon error correction coding scheme. In such
embodiments, at least some of the stripes for a data item
include the data for the data item. Such types of stripes may
be referred to as “data stripes.” At least some other stripes
for the data item include redundancy information (e.g.,
parity data) for the data item. Such stripes may be referred
to as “redundancy stripes.” The redundancy stripes may
enable the data item to be reconstructed in instances where
the entirety of the data stripes is not accessible.

In one embodiment, the stripes of a particular data item
may be stored in different storage devices 120. In one aspect,
the stripes may be stored in a manner that enables a high
level of data recoverability and accessibility. For example,
the stripes may be stored in storage devices 120 situated in
different network racks, in different buildings, in different
data centers, etc. Thus, an incident affecting one stripe, such
as a loss of power to a particular network rack, is unlikely
to also affect accessibility of the other stripes.

In one aspect, the storage devices 120 are operated as a
single logical entity despite being separate physical devices.
The storage devices 120 may be located in the same network
racks, in different network racks located in the same geo-
graphic location (e.g., within the same building or data
center), and/or located across different geographic locations
(e.g., within various buildings or data centers located in
different cities or countries). The storage devices 120 may
additionally be interconnected in any suitable manner, such
as over a backplane connection, over a suitable network
connection, etc.

In one aspect, each of the storage devices 120 is a suitable
storage device, such as a magnetic-based hard drive, a
flash-based storage device (e.g., a NAND based solid state
hard drive), an optical storage device, a storage device based
on random access memory, and/or the like. In one embodi-
ment, the storage devices 120 are each the same type of
storage device and have similar device characteristics. In
another embodiment, the storage devices 120 are diverse
storage devices having varying device characteristics (e.g.,
different bandwidths, etc.).

The chunk servers 118 each manage the operations of one
or more of the storage devices 120. For example, the chunk
server 118a may store any stripes received for storage in
those storage devices (e.g., the storage devices 120a and
1205) managed by the chunk server 118a. Likewise, the
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chunk server 1185 may store any stripes received for storage
in those storage devices (e.g., the storage device 120c¢)
managed by the chunk sever 1184. The chunk servers 118a
and 11856 may also be configured to retrieve any requested
stripes from those storage devices 120 managed by the
chunk servers 118a and 118b. In one aspect, the chunk
servers 118 further periodically monitor the performance
levels of their associated storage devices 120. In particular,
the chunk servers 118 may periodically measure the current
bandwidth of the storage devices 120. For example, the
chunk servers 118 may measure the amount of data the
storage devices 120 are able to retrieve responsive to
requests for data over a predefined period, such as five, ten,
or twenty seconds. Based on the measurements, the chunk
servers 118 may determine current bandwidths for the
storage devices 120. Illustratively, the chunk servers 118
may determine that a particular storage device 120 has a
current bandwidth of 5 MB/s. Such data retrieval perfor-
mance information may then be provided to a suitable entity,
such as the processing modules 117.

The storage module 112 facilitates storage of data in the
distributed storage 122. In one aspect, the data may have
been received from the user devices 105 and/or generated by
the distributed system 110. To facilitate storage of an item of
data, the storage module 112 generates one or more stripes
for the data item, and provides each data stripe to the
distributed storage 122 for storage in one or more storage
devices 120. In one embodiment, generation of the stripes
for a data item is performed according to a suitable coding
scheme. For example, the storage module 112 may generate
stripes according to the Reed-Solomon error correction
coding scheme or a scheme based on Shamir’s secret sharing
algorithm. In one example of a particular implementation of
the Reed-Solomon error correction coding scheme, six data
stripes and three redundancy stripes are generated for a data
item. Any combination of six of the nine different stripes can
later be used to reconstruct an item of data according to the
scheme. It will be appreciated that other implementations of
the Reed-Solomon error correction coding scheme may be
used. Such implementations may utilize different numbers
of data stripes and different numbers of redundancy stripes.

In one embodiment, the storage module 112 may further-
more provide multiple copies of the stripes of a data item to
the distributed storage 122 for storage in the storage devices
120. For example, the storage module 112 may provide five
copies of six data stripes (for a total of thirty data stripes) for
storage in multiple storage devices 120. The storage module
112 may furthermore provide two copies of three redun-
dancy stripes (for a total of six redundancy stripes) for
storage in multiple storage devices 120.

The process management module 115 manages the execu-
tion of one or more distributed processes. In particular, the
process management module 115 divides or segments a
distributed process into one or more tasks. The process
management module 115 thereafter assigns each task to one
or more of the processing modules 117 for performance of
the task. In one embodiment, the process management
module 115 further manages the performance of a distrib-
uted process by initiating accelerated data retrieval opera-
tions. More specifically, the process management module
115 periodically evaluates the performance levels of the
tasks of the distributed process. Responsive to a determina-
tion that the performance levels of one or more of the tasks
are below a certain threshold performance level due to a
resource-related problem (e.g., a slow storage device 120),
the process management module 115 selects at least some of
such “straggler” tasks for accelerated data retrieval. As used
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herein, a straggler task refers to a task that has a poor
performance level due to a resource-related problem.

In one embodiment, the process management module 115
indicates to the processing modules 117 performing the
selected straggler tasks to retrieve greater than the minimum
number of stripes needed to reconstruct the data item when
performing a retrieval of the data item. Hence, in instances
where a stripe of an item of data is stored on a poorly
performing resource, a processing module 117 may still
timely receive a sufficient number of stripes from better
performing resources to reconstruct the item of data. As a
result, sluggish task performance due to poorly performing
resources can be avoided.

The processing modules 117 receive and process tasks
from the process management module 115. In processing a
particular task, an individual processing module 117 may
retrieve data required by the task from the distributed
storage 122. In one embodiment, an individual processing
module 117 may receive, from the process management
module 115, an indication to use accelerated data retrieval
for a particular task performed by the processing module
117. Responsive to the indication, the processing module
117 automatically retrieves, for any data item required by the
task, greater than the minimum number of stripes required to
reconstruct the data item. Upon receiving a sufficient num-
ber of stripes, the processing module 117 reconstructs the
data item, and performs processing using the reconstructed
data item.

By initiating accelerated data retrieval operations in the
manner described, the distributed system 100 can quickly
and efficiently perform distributed processes. Specifically,
by retrieving greater than the minimum number of stripes
needed to reconstruct a data item, the distributed system 110
is able to reconstruct the data item after receiving a subset
of the stripes. As a result, performance of a task using the
data item is less likely to be bound by slow retrieval of some
of a data item’s stripes. Hence, the distributed system 100
may perform the task with fewer resource-related delays,
which enables the distributed process associated with the
task to be completed in a timely manner.

It will be appreciated that while only three user devices
105, three storage devices 120, two chunk servers 118, and
three processing modules 117 are shown in FIG. 1, those of
skill in the art will recognize that typical environments can
have hundreds, thousands, millions, or even billions of user
devices 105, storage devices 120, chunk servers 118, and/or
processing modules 117. Furthermore, while the environ-
ment 100 shows the process management module 115 and
the processing modules 117 as separate entities within the
distributed system 110, some embodiments may combine
one or more functionalities of the process management
module 115 and the processing modules 117 into the same
physical entity.

System Architecture

FIG. 2 is a high-level block diagram of a computer 200 for
use as the user devices 105 or the distributed system 110
according to one embodiment. Illustrated are at least one
processor 202 coupled to a chipset 204. Also coupled to the
chipset 204 are a memory 206, a storage device 208, a
keyboard 210, a graphics adapter 212, a pointing device 214,
and a network adapter 216. A display 218 is coupled to the
graphics adapter 212. In one embodiment, the functionality
of the chipset 204 is provided by a memory controller hub
220 and an I/O controller hub 222. In another embodiment,
the memory 206 is coupled directly to the processor 202
instead of to the chipset 204.
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The storage device 208 is a non-transitory computer-
readable storage medium, such as a hard drive, compact disk
read-only memory (CD-ROM), DVD, or a solid-state
memory device. The memory 206 holds instructions and
data used by the processor 202. The pointing device 214 may
be a mouse, track ball, or other type of pointing device, and
is used in combination with the keyboard 210 to input data
into the computer system 200. The graphics adapter 212
displays images and other information on the display 218.
The network adapter 216 couples the computer system 200
to the network 130.

As is known in the art, a computer 200 can have different
and/or other components than those shown in FIG. 2. In
addition, the computer 200 can lack certain illustrated com-
ponents. In one embodiment, a computer 200 acting as the
distributed system 110 is formed of multiple spatially and/or
time distributed blade computers and lacks a keyboard 210,
pointing device 214, graphics adapter 212, and/or display
218. Moreover, the storage device 208 can be local and/or
remote from the computer 200 (such as embodied within a
storage area network (SAN)).

As is known in the art, the computer 200 is adapted to
execute computer program modules for providing function-
ality described herein. As used herein, the term “module”
refers to computer program logic utilized to provide the
specified functionality. Thus, a module can be implemented
in hardware, firmware, and/or software. In one embodiment,
program modules are stored on the storage device 208,
loaded into the memory 206, and executed by the processor
202.

Embodiments of the entities described herein can include
other and/or different modules than the ones described here.
In addition, the functionality attributed to the modules can
be performed by other or different modules in other embodi-
ments. Moreover, this description occasionally omits the
term “module” for purposes of clarity and convenience.
Process Management Module Overview

FIG. 3A is a high-level block diagram illustrating a
detailed view of modules within the process management
module 115 according to one embodiment. Some embodi-
ments of the process management module 115 have different
and/or other modules than the ones described herein. Simi-
larly, the functions can be distributed among the modules in
accordance with other embodiments in a different manner
than is described here. Likewise, the functions can be
performed by other entities.

The index 310 includes information regarding one or
more distributed processes managed by the process man-
agement module 115. Specifically, the index 310 may
include identification information for each distributed pro-
cess, such as a uniquely assigned identifier for the distrib-
uted process. The information may further include informa-
tion identifying the tasks of the distributed process, and the
processing modules 117 performing the tasks.

The management module 320 manages the execution of
one or more distributed processes. In particular, the man-
agement module 320 receives requests to execute a distrib-
uted process from a requesting user device 105. Upon
receiving the request, the management module 320 divides
the distributed process into one or more discrete tasks. For
example, the management module 320 may divide a distrib-
uted process into hundreds or thousands of tasks. Thereafter,
the management module 320 assigns the tasks to one or
more processing modules 117 to perform the tasks. The
management module 320 additionally updates the index 310
to include information regarding the distributed process, the
different tasks of the distributed process, and the processing
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modules 117 performing the tasks. Upon completion of each
task, the management module 320 receives processing
results from the processing modules 117. The management
module 320 then merges the processing results in a suitable
manner, and provides the merged processing results to the
requesting user device 105.

The analysis module 325 {facilitates acceleration of the
data retrieval of one or more tasks performed by the pro-
cessing modules 117. Specifically, during performance of
the tasks of a distributed process, the analysis module 325
requests information regarding the performance levels asso-
ciated with the tasks performed by the processing modules
117 from the modules 117. Responsive to the request, the
analysis module 325 receives information regarding the
performance level associated with each task. For example,
the analysis module 325 may receive information indicating
that the current processing speed of a task is 30 MB/s. In
addition, the analysis module 325 may additionally receive
information indicating whether the performance levels of the
each task is being affected by one or more poorly performing
storage devices 120. Furthermore, the analysis module 325
may receive information regarding the network traffic loads
of local portions of the network 123 connected to the
processing modules 117 performing the tasks. For example,
each of the processing modules 117 may provide informa-
tion regarding the measured traffic load of a portion of the
network 123 connected to and within the same data center as
the processing module 117.

Based on the aforementioned information, the analysis
module 325 identifies candidate straggler tasks for which
accelerated data retrieval is to be used. To identify the
candidate straggler tasks, the analysis module 325 identifies
an initial set of tasks. Each task in the initial set may have
a reported performance level below a threshold performance
level, where the performance level of the task is reported as
being impacted by a poorly performing storage device 120.
In one embodiment, the analysis module 325 computes the
threshold performance level based on the average reported
performance levels of the tasks of the distributed process.
For example, the analysis module 325 may sum the reported
performance levels for all or a representative sample of the
tasks and divide the sum by the number of tasks to obtain the
average performance level. Thereafter, the analysis module
325 sets the threshold performance level to be a particular
percentage or some other value below the average perfor-
mance level of the tasks.

For each task identified for the initial set, the analysis
module 325 determines whether accelerated data retrieval
can be supported for the task. In particular, because accel-
erated data retrieval requires retrieval of additional stripes,
the analysis modules 325 determines whether a local portion
of the network 123 connected to the processing module 117
performing the task can support additional network traffic.
To determine whether the portion of the network 123 can
support additional traffic, the analysis module 325 deter-
mines whether the reported network traffic load of the
portion of the network 123 is below a predefined threshold
traffic load level. For example, a threshold traffic load level
may be equal to 15% of network capacity. Thus, the analysis
module 325 determines whether the portion of the network
123 has a current reported load below 15% of network
capacity. If the reported network traffic load of the portion of
the network 123 is below the threshold traffic load level, the
analysis module 325 determines that accelerated data
retrieval can be supported for the task.

Those tasks in the initial set for which accelerated data
retrieval may be supported are identified as candidate strag-
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gler tasks. From the candidate straggler tasks, the analysis
module 325 selects one or more tasks for data retrieval
acceleration. In one embodiment, the analysis module 325 is
limited to selecting a threshold number or percentage of the
candidate straggler tasks for data retrieval acceleration. For
example, the analysis module 325 may be limited to selec-
tion of 20% of the candidate straggler tasks. As another
example, the analysis module 325 may be limited to selec-
tion of 75 of the candidate straggler tasks.

The analysis module 325 may select candidate straggler
tasks in any suitable manner. In one embodiment, the
analysis module 325 selects candidate straggler tasks having
the lowest reported performance levels. In other embodi-
ments, the analysis module 325 selects candidate straggler
tasks using a suitable random or pseudo-random selection
algorithm. Upon selecting the candidate straggler tasks, the
analysis module 325 indicates to the processing modules 117
performing the selected candidate straggler tasks to use
accelerated data retrieval for the tasks.

In one embodiment, the analysis module 325 additionally
automatically accelerates data retrieval for all uncompleted
tasks regardless of performance level after a threshold
number or percentage of the tasks of the distributed process
have finished. For example, the analysis module 325 may
indicate to all processing modules 117 still performing tasks
to accelerate data retrieval after more than 99% of the tasks
of the distributed process have finished. In this way, task
performance can be improved during periods where usage of
the network 123 is likely to be low (and where the network
123 is likely to be able to support accelerated data retrieval)
as a result of most tasks being finished.

In one embodiment, the analysis module 325 may facili-
tate performance of accelerated data retrieval in conjunction
with performance of one or more speculative tasks. As used
herein, a speculative task is a replica of another task (re-
ferred to as an “original” task). For example, the speculative
task may include the same set of instructions as a corre-
sponding original task. In one aspect, a speculative task is
performed by a processing module 117 that is different from
the processing module 117 performing a corresponding
original task. The speculative task may additionally use
different copies of stripes than the corresponding original
task. By having multiple processing modules 117 perform-
ing the same processing, slower processing modules 117
and/or storage devices 120 are less likely to impact the
performance of a distributed process. In one aspect, initiat-
ing speculative tasks increases the network traffic load of the
network 123 as more copies of data items are needed to be
retrieved from the storage devices 120 over the network 123.

In one embodiment, the analysis module 325 employs a
progressive approach for facilitating the performance of
accelerated data retrieval in conjunction with the perfor-
mance of one or more speculative tasks. Specifically, the
analysis module 325 progressively applies a different and
more effective measure for improving the performance of
one or more tasks. In particular, the analysis module 325
causes one or more processing modules 117 to perform
accelerated data retrieval for tasks identified as performing
below the threshold performance level. After a period of
time, the analysis module 325 determines whether the per-
formance levels for the identified tasks are now above the
threshold performance level. For those tasks that are not
performing above the threshold performance level, the
analysis module 325 causes one or more speculative tasks to
be initiated for the tasks. After another period of time, the
analysis module 325 determines whether the performance
levels of the speculative tasks are above the threshold
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performance level. For those speculative tasks that are not
performing above the threshold performance level, the
analysis module 325 indicates to the processing modules 117
performing the speculative tasks to use accelerated data
retrieval for the speculative tasks. In one aspect, each
described successive measure causes progressively larger
network traffic loads over the network 123. Thus, by
employing the progressive approach in the manner
described, the analysis modules 325 is able to use an
appropriate measure for improving task performance levels
without inundating the network 123 with unnecessary traffic.

In another embodiment, the analysis module 325 employs
a priority based approach for facilitating the performance of
accelerated data retrieval in conjunction with the perfor-
mance of one or more speculative tasks. In particular, the
analysis module 325 selects different combinations of accel-
erated data retrieval operation and speculative task perfor-
mance based on the priorities of the tasks of a distributed
process. Specifically, different tasks may be assigned differ-
ent priority levels in a suitable manner (e.g., by an admin-
istrator of the distributed system 110 or automatically by the
analysis module 325 based on predefined criteria). During
operation, the analysis module 325 then determines the
priority of each task. For a task with a high or critical
priority, the analysis module 325 generates one or more
speculative tasks for the task. Furthermore, the analysis
module 325 indicates to the processing modules 117 per-
forming the speculative tasks or the original task to use
accelerated data retrieval. Thus, the probability of the task
completing without significant resource-related delays can
be increased. For a task assigned a less critical priority, the
analysis module 325 may (1) have the task performed using
normal data retrieval operations and without speculative
tasks being generated for the task, (2) have the task per-
formed using accelerated data retrieval operations and with-
out speculative tasks being generated for the task, or (3)
have speculative tasks generated for the task, where the
speculative tasks and the original task are performed using
normal data retrieval operations. By employing the priority
based approach, critical tasks of a distributed process can be
completed quicker. Furthermore, since critical tasks are
typically few in number, improving the performance of the
critical tasks in the manner described does not cause over-
subscription of the network 123.
Processing Module Overview

FIG. 3B is a high-level block diagram illustrating a
detailed view of modules within a processing module 117
according to one embodiment. Some embodiments of the
processing module 117 have different and/or other modules
than the ones described herein. Similarly, the functions can
be distributed among the modules in accordance with other
embodiments in a different manner than is described here.
Likewise, the functions can be performed by other entities.

The task processing module 335 performs tasks assigned
by the process management module 115 in order to generate
processing results. In one aspect, each task includes one or
more sub-tasks to be performed. The task processing module
335 may perform the sub-tasks in any suitable order, includ-
ing in parallel and/or in sequential order. In one aspect, one
or more of the sub-tasks may include various instructions for
processing data items stored by the storage devices 120 of
the distributed storage 122. To process the stored data items,
the task processing module 335 provides data requests to
either the normal data request module 345 or the accelerated
data request module 350. Specifically, for a given task, the
task processing module 335 provides data requests to the
normal data request module 345 while performing normal
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data retrieval operations. In particular, the task processing
module 335 may provide data requests to the normal data
request module 345 as the default in processing a particular
task. In one aspect, the task processing module 335 switches
to providing data requests to the accelerated data request
module 350 for a particular task after receiving an indication
from the process management module 115 to perform accel-
erated data retrieval for the task. In one aspect, after pro-
viding a data request to either the normal data request
module 345 or the accelerated data request module 350, the
task processing module 335 receives the requested item of
data from the normal data request module 345 or the
accelerated data request module 350. Following receipt of
the item of data, the task processing module 335 processes
the item of data and provides processing results to the
process management module 115.

The observation module 340 provides performance infor-
mation to the process management module 115. In particu-
lar, the observation module 340 receives a request for
performance information for a particular task performed by
the processing module 117. Based on the request, the
observation module 340 obtains information regarding the
performance level of the task. The observation module 340
may obtain the performance level of the task in any suitable
manner. For example, the observation module 340 may
measure the amount of data processed by the processing
module 117 for the task over a predefined period of time,
such as over a five, ten, or twenty second time period. The
observation module 340 then provides the performance level
of the task to the process management module 115.

In one embodiment, the observation module 340 addi-
tionally sends a request to the distributed storage 122 for
data retrieval performance information for one or more
storage devices 120 from which the processing module 117
has accessed data. Responsive to the request, the observation
module 340 receives data retrieval performance information
for the one or more storage devices 120 from the distributed
storage 122. The data retrieval performance information
may indicate current performance levels for the storage
devices 120. For example, the data retrieval performance
information may indicate that a particular storage device 120
has a current performance level of 5 MB/s. After receiving
the data retrieval performance information, the observation
module 340 determines whether the data retrieval perfor-
mance levels are below a predefined threshold data retrieval
performance level. If the data retrieval performance level of
at least one of the storage devices 120 is below the threshold
data retrieval performance level, the observation module
340 indicates to the process management module 115 that
the performance of the task is being impacted by a poorly
performing storage device 120.

In one aspect, the observation module 340 furthermore
provides information regarding the network traffic load of a
portion of the network 123 connected to the processing
module 117. In particular, the observation module 340 may
measure the network traffic load over a local portion of the
network 123 connected to the processing module 117. For
example, the observation module 340 may measure the
traffic load of the portion of the network 123 directly
connected to a network rack including the processing mod-
ule 117, the portion of the network 123 within the same
physical data center as the processing module 117, etc. In
one aspect, the observation module 340 measures the net-
work traffic load over a suitable predefined time period. For
example, the observation module 340 may measure network
traffic load over a five, ten, or twenty second period. After
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measuring the network traffic load, the observation module
provides the network traffic load to the process management
module 115.

The normal data request module 345 retrieves data from
the distributed storage 122 using normal data retrieval
operations. In one aspect, the normal data request module
345 receives a data request from the task processing module
335. The received data request may indicate a particular item
of data to be retrieved. Responsive to the request, the normal
data request module 345 requests the particular item of data
from the distributed storage 122, where the request indicates
that a minimum number of stripes needed to reconstruct the
data item be retrieved. The normal data request module 345
thereafter responsively receives one or more stored stripes
for the particular item of data from the distributed storage
122 via the network 123. Upon receiving the stripes, the
normal data request module 345 reconstructs the item of
data using the stripes, and provides the item of data to the
normal data request module 345 for processing.

The accelerated data request module 350 retrieves data
from the distributed storage 122 using accelerated data
retrieval operations. In one aspect, the accelerated data
request module 350 receives a data request for a data item
from the task processing module 335. Responsive to the
request, the accelerated data request module 350 automati-
cally requests greater than a number of stripes needed to
reconstruct the item of data from the distributed storage. For
example, in one embodiment, the accelerated data request
module 350 requests both the data and redundancy stripes of
the requested item from the distributed storage 122. In some
embodiments, multiple copies of the stripes of an item of
data may be stored by distributed storage 122. For example,
in one embodiment, the distributed storage 122 may store
three copies of each of the stripes of an item of data. In the
embodiment, the accelerated data request module 350
requests one or more of the copies of the stripes of the item
of data from the distributed storage 122.

After sending the request, the accelerated data request
module 350 receives various stripes via the network 123.
Following receipt of an individual stripe, the accelerated
data request module 350 determines whether a sufficient
number of stripes have been received to reconstruct the item
of data. If a sufficient number of stripes have been received,
the accelerated data request module 350 reconstructs the
item of data, and provides the item of data to the task
processing module 335.

As a specific example of accelerated data retrieval, the
stripes of a data item and stripes of the redundancy infor-
mation for the data item may have been generated based on
the Reed-Solomon error correction coding scheme. In the
scheme, any combination of at least six of nine stripes is
needed to reconstruct an item of data. Thus, after requesting
the stripes of the data item, the accelerated data request
module 350 determines whether at least six different stripes
have been received. If four different data stripes, and two
different redundancy stripes of the data item have been
received, the accelerated data request module 350 deter-
mines that a sufficient number of stripes have been received.
Thereafter, the accelerated data request module 350 recon-
structs the item of data and provides the item of data to the
task processing module 335.

Method for Managing the Performance of a Distributed
System Using Redundancy Information

FIG. 4A is a flowchart illustrating a method for managing
the performance of a distributed system performed by the
process management module 115 according to one embodi-
ment. Other embodiments can perform the steps of the
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method in different orders and can include different, addi-
tional and/or fewer steps. Likewise, multiple instances of the
steps may be performed in parallel.

In the method, the process management module 115
receives 405 a processing request to perform a distributed
process from a user device 105. Responsive to the request,
the process management module 115 generates 410 a dis-
tributed process based on the request. The process may
include one or more discrete tasks. Thereafter, the process
management module 115 assigns 415 the tasks of the
distributed process to one or more processing modules 117.
During performance of the distributed process, the process
management module 115 obtains performance information
from the processing modules 117 performing the tasks. The
process management module 115 additionally obtains net-
work traffic load information from the processing modules
117. Based on the obtained information, the process man-
agement module 115 determines 420 whether to accelerate
data retrieval for at least some of the tasks. If the process
management module 115 determines to accelerate data
retrieval for at least some of the tasks, the process manage-
ment module 115 selects 425 one or more tasks for which
data retrieval performance is to be accelerated. After select-
ing the tasks, the process management module 115 indicates
430 to the processing modules 117 performing the selected
tasks to accelerate data retrieval performance of the tasks.
For example, the process management module 115 indicates
to the processing modules 117 to concurrently obtain both
the stripes of an item of data to be processed for the task and
stripes of the redundancy information for the data item. The
process management module 115 may additionally initiate
speculative tasks for some tasks. The process management
module 115 may furthermore indicate to the processing
module 117 performing the speculative tasks to perform
accelerated data retrieval. At a later time, the process man-
agement module 115 receives 435 processing results gener-
ated through performance of the tasks from the processing
modules 117. The process management module 115 may
merge the processing results and provide the results to the
requesting user device 105.

FIG. 4B is a flowchart illustrating a method for managing
the performance of a distributed system performed by a
processing module 117 according to one embodiment. Other
embodiments can perform the steps of the method in dif-
ferent orders and can include different, additional and/or
fewer steps. Likewise, multiple instances of the steps may be
performed in parallel.

In the method shown in FIG. 4B, the processing module
117 receives 440 an indication from the process manage-
ment module 115 to accelerate data retrieval for a task being
performed by the processing module 117. Such a task may
be either an original task or a speculative task. After receiv-
ing the indication, the processing module 117 may be
required to retrieve an item of data for processing. Thus, the
processing module 117 requests 445 greater than the mini-
mum number of stripes required to reconstruct the data item
from the distributed storage 122 via the network 123. For
example, the processing module 117 may request, in one
embodiment, data stripes and redundancy stripes for the data
item. In one embodiment, the distributed storage 122 may
store multiple copies of the stripes of the data item. In such
an embodiment, the processing module 117 may addition-
ally request the copies of the stripes of the data item.
Responsive to the request, the processing module 117
receives 450 a stripe of the data item. Upon receiving the
stripe, the processing module 117 determines 455 whether a
sufficient subset of the requested stripes have been received.
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Specifically, the processing module 117 determines whether
a sufficient subset of stripes has been received to reconstruct
the data item. If a sufficient subset of stripes has not been
received, the processing module 117 continues receiving
stripes. If a sufficient subset of stripes has been received, the
processing module 117 reconstructs 460 the data item.
Following reconstruction of the data item, the processing
module 117 processes 465 the reconstructed data as indi-
cated by the task. Upon completing processing of the task,
the processing module 117 provides 470 the results to the
process management module 115.

Examples of Managing the Performance of a Distributed
System Using Redundancy Information

FIGS. 5A, 5B, 5C, 5D, and 5E are diagrams illustrating
the management of distributed system performance accord-
ing to various embodiments. Referring to FIG. 5A, it shows
an example of a processing module 117 retrieving a data
item for a particular task 510 using a normal data retrieval
operation. As shown in FIG. 5A, a data item required by the
task 510 is encoded into nine different stripes 513 stored on
nine different storage devices 120. The stripes may have
been generated by applying a suitable coding algorithm to
the data item, such as Shamir’s secret sharing algorithm. To
retrieve the data item using a normal data retrieval operation,
the processing module 117 retrieves the minimum number of
stripes needed to reconstruct the data item. For example, the
processing module 117 retrieves six of the nine stripes. As
shown in FIG. 5A, one of the storage devices 120 is
operating slowly. Such may be the case because the storage
device 120 has slower hardware characteristics relative to
the other storage devices 120, is experiencing a high amount
of load, etc. As a consequence, the processing module 117
is unable to reconstruct and process the data item until the
processing module 117 receives the stripe stored by the
slowed storage device 120. As a result, performance of the
task 510 may be delayed while waiting for the stripe.

Referring now to FIG. 5B, it shows an example of a
processing module 117 performing the task 510 using accel-
erated data retrieval operations according to an embodiment.
To perform an accelerated data retrieval operation, the
processing module 117 retrieves greater than the minimum
number of stripes required to reconstruct the data item. In
particular, the processing module 117 requests all nine
stripes 513 even though six of the stripes are required to
reconstruct the data item. In this way, slowed storage devices
that store stripes for the data item do not delay processing of
the data item. For example, as shown in FIG. 5B, the
processing module 117 is able to receive at least the six
stripes necessary to reconstruct the data item without delays
due to slowed storage device operation. Hence, the process-
ing module 117 is able to proceed with performing the task
510, which enables the distributed process associated with
the task 510 to be completed rapidly without being delayed
by the slowed storage device 120.

Referring now to FIG. 5C, it shows an example of a
processing module 117 performing a task 510 using an
accelerated data retrieval operation according to another
embodiment. FIG. 5C is similar to FIG. 5B except that the
encoding algorithm used to generate the stripes of the data
item generates a set of data stripes 515 and a set of
redundancy stripes 520. To perform an accelerated data
retrieval operation, the example shown in FIG. 5C retrieves
both the data stripes 515 and the redundancy stripes 520. In
contrast, in performing a normal read operation, only the
data stripes 515 are retrieved.

Referring now to FIG. 5D, it shows an example of a
processing module 117 performing a task 510 using an
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accelerated data retrieval operation according to another
embodiment. In FIG. 5D, copies 525 of the data stripes 515
and copies 530 of the redundancy stripes 520 are also shown
as being stored in nine different storage devices 120. As
shown in FIG. 5D, six of the eighteen storage devices 120
storing the various stripes are operating normally. The six
storage devices 120 additionally store different stripes. Thus,
the processing module 117 is able to receive six different
stripes from the six normally operating storage devices 120
at approximately the same time. Because six different stripes
can be obtained fairly quickly, the processing module 117 is
able to reconstruct the data item without waiting for stripes
from the slowed storage devices 120. As a result, the
processing module 117 is able to proceed with performing
the task 510, which enables the distributed process including
the task 510 to be completed rapidly without being delayed
by the slowed storage devices 120.

Referring now to FIG. 5E, it shows an example of a
processing module 117a performing an original task 510 and
a processing module 1175 performing a speculative task
512, both using accelerated data retrieval operations accord-
ing to yet another embodiment. In one aspect, the specula-
tive task 512 is a replica of the original task 510. To perform
an accelerated data retrieval operation, the processing mod-
ule 117a concurrently retrieves the data stripes 515 and the
redundancy stripes 520. The processing module 1175, like-
wise, concurrently retrieves the data stripe copies 525 and
the redundancy stripe copies 530. As shown in FIG. 5E, the
processing module 1174 is performing slowly in addition to
a number of the storage devices 120 storing the data stripes
515 and the redundancy stripes 520. However, the process-
ing module 1175 is shown as performing normally. Further-
more, six of the nine storage devices 120 storing the various
data stripe copies 525 and redundancy stripe copies 530 are
operating normally. The aforementioned six normally oper-
ating storage devices 120 additionally store different stripes.
Thus, the processing module 11756 is able to receive six
different stripes from the six normally operating storage
devices 120 at approximately the same time. Because six
different stripes can be obtained fairly quickly, the process-
ing module 1175 is able to reconstruct the data item without
waiting for the slowed storage devices 120. As a result, the
processing module 1175 is able to proceed with performing
the speculative task 512 and providing the results of per-
formance of the speculative task 512 to the process man-
agement module 115 in a timely manner. As a result, the
distributed process can be more rapidly completed without
delays due to the slowed processing module 117a and
storage devices 120.

The above description is included to illustrate the opera-
tion of certain embodiments and is not meant to limit the
scope of the invention. The scope of the invention is to be
limited only by the following claims. From the above
discussion, many variations will be apparent to one skilled
in the relevant art that would yet be encompassed by the
spirit and scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method for managing perfor-
mance of a distributed system, the method comprising:

storing, in a plurality of storage devices of a distributed

storage, a plurality of stripes associated with a data
item, the plurality of stripes generated according to a
coding scheme, wherein the coding scheme generates a
number of stripes associated with the data item that is
more than a minimum number of stripes needed to
assemble the data item, and wherein the plurality of
stripes includes at least one redundancy stripe;
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performing a distributed process including a task that
requires retrieval of the data item from the distributed
storage;

determining a processing speed associated with the task;

and

responsive to determining the processing speed does not

meet a threshold, performing an accelerated data

retrieval operation by

requesting more than the minimum number of stripes
needed to assemble the data item from at least two of
the plurality of storage devices of the distributed
storage;

receiving at least the minimum number of stripes; and

reconstructing the data item from the minimum number
of stripes according to the coding scheme.

2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the plurality of stripes associated with the data item
is generated according to an error correction coding scheme.

3. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the stripes of the plurality of stripes are each stored
on a different storage device of the distributed storage.

4. The computer-implemented method of claim 1 further
comprising:

storing a plurality of copies of the plurality of stripes

associated with the data item in the distributed storage,
and wherein performing the accelerated data retrieval
operation further comprises requesting the plurality of
copies of the plurality of stripes associated with the
data item from the distributed storage.

5. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein performing the accelerated data retrieval operation
comprises:

determining whether a sufficient subset of the stripes

associated with the data item has been received to
reconstruct the data item; and

responsive to a determination that a sufficient subset has

been received, reconstructing the data item using the
subset.
6. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium
executing computer program instructions for managing per-
formance of a distributed system, the computer program
instructions comprising instructions for:
storing, in a plurality of storage devices of a distributed
storage, a plurality of stripes associated with a data
item, the plurality of stripes generated according to a
coding scheme, wherein the coding scheme generates a
number of stripes associated with the data item that is
more than a minimum number of stripes needed to
assemble the data item, and wherein the plurality of
stripes includes at least one redundancy stripe;

performing a distributed process including a task that
requires retrieval of the data item from the distributed
storage;

determining a processing speed associated with the task;

and

responsive to determining the processing speed does not

meet a threshold, performing an accelerated data

retrieval operation by

requesting more than the minimum number of stripes
needed to assemble the data item from at least two of
the plurality of storage devices of the distributed
storage;

receiving at least the minimum number of stripes; and

reconstructing the data item from the minimum number
of stripes according to the coding scheme.
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7. The medium of claim 6, wherein the plurality of stripes
associated with the data item is generated according to an
error correction coding scheme.
8. The medium of claim 6, wherein the instructions for
performing the accelerated data retrieval operation comprise
instructions for:
determining whether a sufficient subset of the stripes
associated with the data item has been received to
reconstruct the data item; and
responsive to a determination that a sufficient subset has
been received, reconstructing the data item using the
subset.
9. A system comprising:
a computer readable storage medium storing processor-
executable computer program instructions for manag-
ing performance of a distributed system, the instruc-
tions comprising instructions for:
storing, in a plurality of storage devices of a distributed
storage, a plurality of stripes associated with a data
item, the plurality of stripes generated according to
a coding scheme, wherein the coding scheme gen-
erates a number of stripes associated with the data
item that is more than a minimum number of stripes
needed to assemble the data item, and wherein the
plurality of stripes includes at least one redundancy
stripe;

performing a distributed process including a task that
requires retrieval of the data item from the distrib-
uted storage;
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determining a processing speed associated with the
task; and
responsive to determining the processing speed does
not meet a threshold, performing an accelerated data
retrieval operation by
requesting more than the minimum number of stripes
needed to assemble the data item from at least two
of the plurality of storage devices of the distrib-
uted storage;
receiving at least the minimum number of stripes;
and
reconstructing the data item from the minimum
number of stripes according to the coding scheme;
and

a processor for executing the computer program instruc-

tions.

10. The system of claim 9, wherein the plurality of stripes
associated with the data item is generated according to an
error correction coding scheme.

11. The system of claim 9, wherein the instructions for
performing the accelerated data retrieval operation comprise
instructions for:

determining whether a sufficient subset of the stripes

associated with the data item has been received to
reconstruct the data item; and

responsive to a determination that a sufficient subset has

been received, reconstructing the data item using the
subset.



